
 

Chilean Miners Rescue – When Failure is Not an Option 

 

On August 5th, 2010, 700 tons of rock shifted in the San Jose Mine near Copiapó, Chile, collapsing all entryways into the 

mine. Thirty-three miners were trapped 2,300 feet below ground. Original estimates projected that the project could take 

four months to complete. Layne showed up on-site on the 35th day and it took 33 days to reach the 33 miners, cutting 

two months off the original estimates. After 69 days, the Chilean miners were rescued through a joint effort of Layne 

Christensen and Latin American affiliate Geotec. 

 

Jeff Hart, Layne Christensen Co. 

When the call came into Layne Christensen that its Latin American affiliate, Geotec Boyles 

Brothers, needed help drilling a hole that would lead to the rescue of 33 miners, the first 

reaction was to call in their best operator.  Within hours, a call was made to Afghanistan where 

Jeff Hart, the 10th of 11 children from Colorado’s San Luis Valley, was drilling water wells on the 

Forward Operating Bases for the US Army. 

With 20 years of experience, Hart is recognized as one of the best in the world.  He quickly 

assembled a team and got to work at the San Jose Mine site.  His team consisted of Matt Staffel who was with Hart in 

Afghanistan, Jorge Herrera and Doug Reeves were flown into Chile from the States. 

Hart operated the Schramm T-130XD rig that opened a pilot hole to 28” in diameter, wide enough to send the Fenix 2 capsule 

down to retrieve the miners.  After opening the hole, Hart returned to Afghanistan to finish his commitment there. 

Hart began working for Layne Christensen Co. in April of 1998 as a field Supervisor and worked his way up to Director of 

Operations.  Hart has worked on difficult projects all over the world and continues to do so today. 

 


