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ACTION ITEM:  Check Get Response to see if Jay Boland is receiving his emails.   
 
In Attendance:  
Mike Willey, Rob Caho, Larry Gibel, Chuck Valenta, Rick Hutchings, Steve Parisano, Matt Vass, Jay 
Boland, Dennis Duty, Eric Hajek 
 
Conference Call - Dan Dunn 
Unable to attend:  Sam Connelly, Jeff Quinn, Frank Villella, Jim Howe 
 
Mike Willey called the meeting to order at 5:16 PM EST. 
 
A motion was made by Rob Caho and seconded by Steve Parisano to accept the April board minutes as 
received.  Motion approved. 
 
Treasurers Report 
Larry reported he has reviewed the reports and he has no concerns, the budget is where it should be.  
He mentioned we are a little behind on membership mostly due to the fact that we are allowing people 
to pay throughout the year.  The largest portion of the deficit ($36,000) is due to the convention as this 
does not affect our bottom for a few months yet.   Drill Bits is making a little.  
 
Mike had a question regarding SSI.  Income for 2016 is $44,335.00 and expenses $41,589.54 and Mike 
asked if Larry could explain the SSI process.  The SSI instructor receives $4000, and NHI charges $990 per 
person.  The instructors fee is paid directly to the instructor from NHI.  In the beginning we were making 
a bit more of a profit as the NHI cost was about $525 and now it is $990.  We build in an additional $40 
per person which goes towards the room rental, equipment rental, food and beverages and ID 
Certification card that the office puts the students photo on and sends out to them.  After that we 
hopefully make a small profit.   
 
A motion was made by Rob Caho to accept the treasurers report and seconded by Chuck Valenta.  
Motion approved. 
 
Administrators Report 
Mike Willey reported that a detailed admin report is in the board packet.   
We delayed the membership report until the membership committee report later in the meeting.  We 
are fine with the inventory on hand except for T-Shirts.  We discussed Drill Bits and the lower profit we 
have been making and have decided to remove the reader’s response card.  But we will add this 
information to the 1st or 2nd page and direct interested parties to go to our website to sign up or to call 
the NDA office.  ACTION ITEM:  J&M to take care of this. ACTION ITEM: J&M to check if Drill Bits is 
available online in an electronic version as well as on the NDA APP. 
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Online Exams are down as well and we discussed how we can increase this.  The Safety committee will 
discuss possibility an updated Safety Online Exam.  It was also suggested to promote the online exams 
on FB.  ACTION ITEM:  J&M will take care of this. 
 
Website – Social Media 
In the board packet was the website statistics for the NDA website.  The group was pretty happy with 
the hits based on the size of the membership.  It was suggested to look into having an SEO company 
quote to help increase our visibility which may help with more taking the online training and purchasing 
products.  ACTION ITEM:  Eric and Rick will provide J&M with the name of the SEO provider they use.  
ACTION ITEM:  Jackie will provide the group with the key words for the NDA website. 
 
Convention committee: 
Rick Hutchings reported that his committee met this afternoon and Jackie provided them with an update 
on exhibitors, sponsors, etc.   

 Exhibitors – 20 vs 17 last year 

 Sponsorship - we are at about the same level as last year.  We are looking for a lunch sponsorship 
and additional tee sponsorship.  ACTION ITEM:  J&M to bill Hole Products, Diedrich Drill, Global 
and Acker for $50 to cover the cost of purchasing “in seat” door prizes. ACTION ITEM:  J&M will 
check with N&N to see if they want to sponsor lunch by themselves or possibly with Acker. 

 Golfers – Again, this is about the same level as last year.  The committee is recommending we 
provide the same awards as last year.  Rick will be meeting with the golf course next week to 
define everything.  The committee recommends that we purchase a divot repair tool and a golf 
hat for all golfers.   

 Programs – are all set 
 
The committee requested that the board members in attendance walk through Jubilee Friday and 
Saturday and discuss our show.  The committee is recommending that we continue to give our 
presenters $25 gift card but to forego the book about the area.   
 
Presenters do not have to pay unless they attend the president’s dinner and cocktail hour.  ACTION 
ITEM:  Jackie will determine the cost for this.   
 
ACTION ITEM:  Jackie to check if the NDA APP could have the convention agenda on the APP for day of 
convention.  
 
The group also discussed the 2017 convention but at this time we haven’t made a lot of progress.  Matt 
gave Jackie some leads but we have not received proposals from all yet.  We will have suggestions for 
next board meeting.   
 
Safety 
Chuck Valenta is the new safety chair, and he has requested a list of members and any goals that the 
team had been working on.  Chuck will meet with the committee and have more to report in 
Pittsburgh.  He feels after talking with others that we should step away from the DOT DVD and possibly  
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look at having something live on the web that would be easily changeable.  ACTION ITEM:  Jackie to send 
Chuck the members of Safety Committee and projects they may have been working on.  (TST’s, refresher 
Safety Test).  As well as how many TST have we sold in Spanish.   
 
Training 
Larry advised that the training committee met today and have decided to change the drilling methods 
and procedures last exam that was geared toward water.  The new exam will be geotechnical drilling 
methods and procedures.  The current drilling manual talks very little about geotechnical drilling.  They 
have reviewed 28 questions and have agreed on about 25, halfway to the 50.  Every person on the 
committee will provide 15 questions for the committee next meeting.  They would like to reference core 
of engineering manual as well as ASTM.   
 
Membership 
Rob Caho reported that they had a short meeting and was pleased to report that we have members 
interested in beginning new chapters.  The committee is going to be calling all expired members to 
encourage them to rejoin.  Most association memberships are down and all are finding it harder to get 
volunteers as well.   
 
SEDC in Oklahoma this year was the first time we have acquired new members.  We also have two 
people who want to begin a chapter in Fort Worth.  The committee would like to suggest to them to 
schedule a meet and greet to assist them in this.  ACTION ITEM.  Jackie will contact them and let them 
know we will provide them with a list of potential members.  Jackie will ask them to make the phone 
calls, provide us a date (hopefully in July) and find a location (convenient location and no cost will be 
good) and then NDA will step in.  We will send someone to this Meet and Greet and if all goes well and 
the interest is there we will work with them to schedule another meeting and someone from NDA will 
also attend that.   ACTION ITEM:  Rob would like to stress to the board members that it will be good to 
have as many people from the board attend as possible. 
 
A motion was made by Rob to set up a meet and greet in Texas utilizing the budgeted figure up to 
$2000.  Chuck seconded.  Motion approved.  
 
LOGO Contest 
We will announce the winner of the logo contest at the president’s dinner.  When we prepare the 2017 
budget we will budget for replacing logo items with the new logo.  We will order the golf items with the 
new logo as well as the following for the convention: podium sign, pull up sponsorship sign, T-Shirts and 
banner for behind the stage.   
 
All promotional items that are already in the budget can be ordered with the new logo.  Any other items 
will need to wait until the 2017 budget.  ACTION ITEM:  J&M will provide the board with any additional 
items that need to be printed with new logo that are outside of the stock being depleted.  ACTION ITEM:  
J&M will quote for printing labels for the Safety Guided or having new covers printed.  ACTION ITEM:   
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Need to contact the winning logo person and invite them to the convention.   
 
Chapters 
Buckeye Chapter. 
Rob reported that the Buckeye Chapter had over 150 in attendance at their recent program.  The 
chapter did an outstanding job and should be commended.  They offered Hammer Calibration and core 
barrel workshops as well as exhibitors and a catered meal.  The event was extremely well done and the 
facility was good. The Buckeye chapter has meeting planned and they continue to go well. 
 
Florida 
Rob mentioned that the chapter is struggling a little, but will have a fall meeting. 
 
Mid Atlantic 
In May they had a training session with over 100 people in attendance.  Frank, Eric and rob did 
presentations.  They had safety and rig maintenance and rock core presentations.  It was a great turn 
out at the Connelly shop.  Their next meeting, they will decide where they are going to go for their 
annual social event.   
 
Northeast 
Rob reported that Jay, Rick and himself have pointed the chapter in the direction they need to be 
heading.  First thing is getting their bylaws set and all other paperwork Jackie sent them 
completed. They need to establish nominations for new officers. MariLou continued to say how much 
they appreciated Jackie help that it took 90% of the effort out of planning a meeting.  They felt this the 
event was probably the first professional meeting they had as Jackie sent them name tags, sponsorship 
signs, sign in sheets, etc.  
 
Tri State 
TriState will be having a meeting on June 28. The first half of the day will be first aid and CPR training 
(two-year certification). The second half of day Dennis will conduct a mud class and then go 
drilling.  ACTION ITEM:  We need to advise MariLou about their training session.  Send her their agenda. 
 
New business 
SEDC training and exhibit went very well.  The NDA training program was attended by over 100 and NDA 
sponsored a break and provided all that attended with an NDA T-Shirt.  NDA also had an exhibit table.  
This was by far the best SEDC show we have been at and a very good show for all of us, our key people 
and also geotechnogy.   
 
NDA has been asked to provide 3 ½ to 4 hour training the day before their show opens.  This year we 
received new members and a couple of potential new chapters. Rob set up the speakers and asked Eric, 
Chuck, Frank to speak as well.  In the past typically our speakers are those who are already exhibiting 
and therefore did not realize that our NDA trainers would be asked to pay a registration fee.  After  
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providing so much for SEDC we will try to negotiate that our presenters (if not exhibiting) 

should not have to pay a registration fee.   
 
ASTM 
Larry discussed that historically through the years someone on the board was associated with ASTM.  
Currently, we are having issues with auto hammers efficiency of 85%.  Larry would like to have NDA take 
a stand with ASTM and send the statement to three different people on their board so NDA has a voice 
that states we do not agree.  ACTION ITEM:  Larry will draft a letter and Rob, Dennis, and Chuck will 
present to the ASTM board. 
 
Potential Exhibit 
Todd Bromley sent information regarding the RemTEC Summit that is scheduled for March 7 to 9 2017 in 
Colorado.  He feels this may be worth NDA attending.  ACTION ITEM:  Mike Willey with check with Todd 
about the Summit to determine if it is a venue NDA should exhibit at  
http://www.remtecsummit.com/index.php.  
 
Exhibits and Exhibit Opportunities 

 NGWA – Las Vegas, December 6 to 8 
 
Next Board Meetings –  

 September 14– Annual Meeting in Pennsylvania 

 December conference call 

http://www.remtecsummit.com/index.php

